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Sir: 

Applicants request review of the final rejection in the 
above -identified application. No amendments are being filed 
with this request. 

This request is being filed with a Notice of Appeal. 

The review is requested for the reason (s) stated on the 
attached sheet (s) . 

I am the attorney of record. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 2 0231 on October 16, 2009 . 
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ARGUMENTS ACCOMPANYING REQUEST FOR REVIEW 

Rejection of Claims 1-8 Under 35 USC 102(b) as 
Anticipated By or, in the Alternative, Under 35 USC 103(a) 
as Obvious over JP 2 002-3 50413 to Okamoto et al 

The presently claimed invention is directed to a 
separating agent for enantiomeric isomers which comprises a 
polysaccharide derivative carried on a porous carrier. The 
porous carrier has an epoxy group and the epoxy group and part 
of the hydroxyl groups of the polysaccharide derivative are 
chemically bonded. 

Okamoto et al is directed to a separation column having a 
stable frit and a separation method of an optical isomer using 
the column. The frit is obtained by a dehydrating 
condensation reaction of an alkoxy silane. Although this 
reference discloses that a polysaccharide derivative can be 
fixed on a carrier by methods such as physical absorption 
between a polysaccharide derivative and a carrier, a chemical 
bond between carriers, a chemical bond of polysaccharide 
derivatives, a chemical bond of a third component, an optical 
exposure to a polysaccharide derivative and a radical 
reaction, there is no disclosure in this reference of the 
carrier silica gel having an epoxy group thereon, let alone a 
carrier having an epoxy group which is chemically bonded to 
part of the hydroxyl groups of the polysaccharide derivative. 

Paragraph [0 044] of Okamoto et al only discloses 
racemates or enantiomeric isomers that are optically separated 
with the separating agent disclosed there. There is no 
disclosure in this reference of a porous carrier having an 
epoxy group. As such, this reference not only does not 
anticipate the presently claimed invention under 3 5 USC 
102 (b) , the presently claimed invention is so structurally 
different from the disclosure of Okamoto et al that Okamoto 
et al does not even present a showing of prima facie 
obviousness under 35 USC 103 (a) with respect to the presently 
claimed invention. 
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Rejections of Claims 1-8 Under 35 USC 102(b) as 
Anticipated By or, in the Alternative, Under 35 USC 103(a) 
as Obvious Over JP 11-255671 to Qnishi 

The Onishi reference is directed to a polysaccharide 
derivative chiral stationary phase which is used to separate 
isomers by chromatography. Paragraph [0 013] of this reference 
discloses that the polysaccharide derivative can be formed 
through the reaction of a polysaccharide at a hydroxyl group 
with an epoxy group. The porous carrier used in this 
reference is discussed in paragraph [0016] and there is no 
disclosure in this reference regarding a porous carrier having 
an epoxy group . 

The presently claimed invention requires that a 
separating agent comprise a polysaccharide derivative carried 
on a porous carrier and that the porous carrier have an epoxy 
group and the epoxy group of the porous carrier and part of 
the hydroxyl groups of the polysaccharide derivative are 
chemically bonded. The references cited by the Examiner have 
no such disclosure. As such, it is respectfully submitted 
that the presently claimed invention is clearly patentably 
distinguishable over the prior art cited by the Examiner. 
Favorable consideration is respectfully solicited. 
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